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their youths, and a few tired and bewildered peasants who,
like the two very old people, were being deported to homes
that they would probably find not too sympathetic. It was,
that proletariat, made up of just the classes that should be
treated with tenderness. . . . Old people and the unfor-
tunate. . . . And school-teachers should particularly in
all ways be heartened for their dreary work since their
hands have the task of moulding whatever is civilized in
our life. . . * And so should Jewish scholars. - . . For who
knows when, if they are properly treated, they may not
produce another Rabbi Hillel ?
So I don't want to make any song and dance about my
own sufferings. I ought to have had sense-enough, hardened
traveller as I am, to make my reservations in time. Or I
ought to write my books sufficiently attractively for me to be
able to afford the best extra silvergilt sundeck suite on the
Normandie. ... I am told many writers can.
But what dreadfully depressed me was the thought that,
if that is the best that our miraculous machine age can do
in the way of material comfort, for its proletariat and the
teachers of the children of its proletariat, our miraculous
machine is a lugubrious monster, and the sooner we get rid
of it the sooner we shall be able to hold up our heads.
§
I don't profess to know anything of poverty—or of even the
relatively comfortable industrial classes—in towns. I have
tasted of want—or what would be called want by the majority
of the people I know—in the country and I have seen poverty
there. But I never felt poor, and I do not think that real
country people ever feel poor—more particularly part-
timers. If you have no money with which to buy things
from outside you say; Oh, well, and go to your garden or
your rabbit-hutches and get yourself a meal and go back
to your book *or your picture or the chair you are making.
And money comes along from somewhere, sometime*
Indeed, if you own your own plot with, if possible, a spring,
and are below the level of the income-tax collector and can
manage to scrape together enough to pay your electric

